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Citizens: Our schools have had a prosperous year. We 
have had two excellent teachers. Miss Nesmith brought to her 
work in the grammar school long experience and excellent 
qualifications. She has maintained easy, but perfect discipline. 
As an instructor, she is thorough, never contenting herself with 
superficial work on the part of the scholar. Her work has noth- 
ing showy about it, but itis thoroughly substantial, and will 
bear the closest scrutiny. Her. scholars have, for the most 
part, made marked progress during the year. 

Miss Woods, of the primary school, has shown herself to be 
well adapted to her position. She brought to her work an en- 
thusiasm which has proved to be contagious. Her school has 
been marked by prompt attendance and hearty interest, and by 
the working together of teacher and scholar to an unusual de- 
oree. 

The work of the schools has, of course, been similar to that 
usually done. No changes have been made in text books in 
use at the beginning of the year, but some new ones have been 
- introduced, we think to the decided advantage of the schools. 
In the gaammar school Higginson’s History of the Unitad. 
States has been introduced, and studied by a class of ten. 
Swinton’s Language Lessons has also been introduced and a 
large class formed. ‘The aim of this study is a practical knowl- 
edge of the structure and use of the English langaage, and it is” 
to most of our scholars a far more practical form of study than 
the old-fashioned grammar. 

A supply of Lippincott’s Second, Third and Fourth Readers 
has been procured for the schools to supplement the regular 
readers. One great difficulty about teaching reading in our 
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schools is that scholars read in books that are too hard for 
them. They get familiar with the old book and tired of it, and 
proceed to take a higher book, there to wrestle with words and 
ideas altogether too hard for them. ‘The use of supplemental 
readers gives them a change without pushing them on beyond 
their depth. The benefit of this course has been very manifest 
to the teachers and the school board. Certainly the scholars 
have made unusual progress in reading during the year. 

The study of Physiology has been pursued according to the 
requirements of our statutes. A class of seven have completed 
the text-book on that subject in the grammar school, and a 
large class in the primary school have been mstructed in the ru- 
diments of the science. 

The rhetorical exercises, consisting of recitations in the pri- 
mary school and the writing of compositions in the grammar 
school, have been an interesting and profitable feature of the 
year’s work. 

The gymnastic and musical exercises in the primary school 
have been of great benefit, both in removing the uneasiness 
which comes from continuous application to study, and in im- 
parting musical instruction. 

Some progress has been made in what seemed the hopeless 
task of classifying the scholars properly. Of course, when 
each scholar is allowed to study just what and when he takes a 
notion, the result can hardly be other than confusion. Even 
parents are not wholly competent to decide what their children 
should study, because they do not know what is the situation. 
of affairs in the schools. A parent says, ‘‘I guess I won’t have | 
my child study geography or arithmetic this term.” The re- 
sult is, that the child falls out of line, and by and by wants a 
class formed for his special benefit. Parents must understand 
that if their children attend the public school they are to fall 
into line. If they must decide just how and what their chil- 
dren shall be taught, then they had better do the teaching. 
We are well aware that careful classification must sometimes 
operate to the disadvantage of a pupil who is either in advance 
or behind the average of the class. Of course a class for the 
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special benefit of that pupil would be a great advantage to him, 
but would amount to taking time that belongs to perhaps a 
dozen scholars for the benefit of one alone. 

The money generously voted by the district for the repair of 
the school-rooms has been expended, we think, economically 
and wisely. ‘The neat and cheery appearance of the rooms and 
the comfort secured by the better heating of them have added 
materially to the success of the schools. 

While our schools have been thus prosperous, they might 
doubtless, have been made more so by the .combined effort of 
scholars and parents. We regret to find that neither school 
has been visited during the year by more than ten or eleven 
parents having scholars in it. 

We are sorry also to note the careless and inconstant attend- 
ance of some scholars. Those who practice the intermittent 
habit, going now a day, and then staying away, get little good 
themselves and do a great deal of harm to the rest of the school, 
robbing the other scholars of the time, while the teacher tries to 
explain to them what she explained to the rest of the class the 
day before. This transient business is a nuisance. Let us 
have done with it. 

There are three scholars in the north part of the town. Your 
school board did not feel justified in maintaining a school for 
this number, and accordingly made arrangements for them to 
attend school in Antrim, believing they could thus have better 
advantages than we could give them in any other way. We 
are sorry to say that but one of them has attended school at 
all. The complaint has been of the distance. The board has 
not been able to see quite how we could consistently provide 
for carrying them to school. The children of our northern citi- 
zens ought to have a fair chance, and we mean they shall. The 
time will probably come when there will be scholars enough 
there so that we shall have to maintain a school. Meanwhile 
we must do the best we can. We are ready to do the fair 
thing, if we can find out what itis; and if our friends in the 
north part of the town are ready to co-operate, we think satis- 
factory arrangements can be made. 
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Finally, we would say, in the judgment of teachers and mem- 
bers of the board, our schools would have been much more ef- 
fective this year, if they could have been three weeks longer. 
We would also remind you that the last three weeks of schooling 
were due to the generous contribution of two weeks’ time by 
Miss Nesmith and of one week by Miss Woods, and to the 
turning in of twenty-five dollars drawn by the school board for 
their services: We understand that the smallness of the amount 
raised for schools the past year was the result of accident rath- 
er than of deliberate intention on the part of the town. Fur- 
thermore the ready and generous vote of money to repair the 
school-rooms shows that the town of Bennington does not mean 
to be niggardly toward its schools. And we confidently trust 
that such an amount may be raised for the ensuing year, as to 
fairly meet the needs of so worthy an object. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. H. HEALD, 


W. E. DOWNES, sae 
C. M. WHITNEY, DARD. 
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7 
ROLL OF HONOR. 


Including the names of all pupils who have been present every 
half-day of a term without being tardy. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL. 


First Term. 


Holmes Avery, Katie Dickey, 
Harvey Balch, Christina Finlay, 
Richard Finlay, _ Alice George, 
John Finlay, Emma George, 
Clarence Johnson, Dora Hall, 
Charles Lockman, Mamie Harrison, 
Charles Smith, Lilla Lakin, 
Willie Taylor, Eva Proctor, 
Henry Taylor, Mabel Richardson, 
Ethel Burtt, Minnie Smith, 
Daisy Caldwell, Etta Staples, 
Blanche Cooley, Katie Twitchell. 


Second Term. 


Harvey Balch, Ethel Burtt, 

John Finlay, Daisy Caldwell, 
Richard Finlay, Katie Dickey, 
Clarence Johnson, Helen Knight, 
Charles Lockman, Eva Proctor, 
Charles Smith, Mabel Richardson, 
Henry Taylor, Minnie Smith, 
Willie Taylor, Katie Twitchell. 


Nettie Behrens, 


Third Term. 


Harvey Balch, Christina Finlay, 
Richard Finlay, Alice George, 
John Finlay, Eva Proctor, 
Daisy Caldwell, Mabel Richardson. 


Emilia Diemand, 
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The following have a record of perfect attendance for the 
entire year. 


Harvey Balch, Daisy Caldwell, 
John Finlay, Alice George, 
Richard Finlay, Eva Richardson. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
First Term. 


Henry A. Burtt, Lottie E. Balch, 
Frank E. Finlay, Hattie A. Kimball, 
George A. Knight, Anna M. Lakin, 
Scott W. Knight, Bertha L. Twitchell, 
Elden A. Staples, Annie M. Woods. 
Second Term. 
Henry A. Burtt, George A. Knight, 
Frank H. Behrens, Elden E. Staples, 
William F. Dickey. ; Lottie E. Balch, 
George D. Darrah, Mabel Dickey, 
John A. Eaton, Nellie E. Downes, 
Fred L. Eaton, Bertha L. Twitchell, 
Frank E. Finlay, } Annie M. Woods. 
Third Term, 
William F. Dickey, Winnifred T. Lakin, 
John A. Eaton, — Lottie E. Balch, 
Fred L. Eaton, Hattie A. Kimball. 


Scott W. Knight, - 


In the Grammar school, Lottie E. Balch has a record of per- 
fect attendance for the entire year. 


PROMOTIONS. 


The following are promoted from the Primary to the Gram- 
mar school : 


Harvey Balch, Alice George, 
Clarence Johnson, ; Mabel Richardson, 


Willie Taylor. 


STATISTICAL TABLE. 
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TOWN OF BENNINGTON, FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


Marcu Ist, 1887. 


SELECTMEN TO THE TOWN. 


: DR. 
To uncollected taxes on H. J. Burtt’s list, 1880, — $28 77 
J. F. Dodge’s list, 1883, 197 29 


G. P. Griswold’s list, 1885, 300 23 

F. M. Twitchell’s list, 1886, 3,839 27 

eash borrowed of J. D. Butler, 900 00 
Wesley Wilson, 300 00 


$5,565 56 


CR. 

By paying Town Treasurer, from H. J. Burtt’s list, 
1880, $8 00 
Do. on J. F. Dodge’s list of 1883, 7 60 
G. P. Griswold’s list of 1885, 275 31 
F. M. Twitchell’s list of 1886, 3,417 76 
abatements on Griswold’s list, 1885, 35 
Twitchell’s list, 1886, 28 52 
uicollected taxes on Burtt’s list of 1880, 20 V7 
Dodge’s list of 1883, 189 69 
Griswold’s list of 1885, 20 57 
Twitchell’s list of 1886, 392. 99 
eash paid ‘Treasurer, 1,200 00 
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GEO. A. WHITTEMORE, TOWN TREASURER. 


TO -THE TOWN. 


DR. 


To balance in Treasury, March 3, 1886, 


cash from Griswold’s list, 
fines from criminals, 
cash from Selectmen, 
licenses pool tables, 
from S. A. Walker’s note, 


from J. F. Dodge, collector, 1883, 


Mrs. N. &. Dickey, lot in cemetery, 


State insurance tax, 
railroad tax, 


savings bank tax, 


literary fund, 


county, support of poor, 
H. J. Burtt, collector, 1880, 


janitor Town hall, 


Twitchell, collector, 1886, 


PAID TOWN OFFICERS. 


EF. H. Kimball, auditor, 

N. E. Dickey, supervisor, 

J. H. Heald, school board, 

A. M. Dodge, librarian, 

Moses H. Newton, supervisor. 

J. C. Dodge, auditor, 

W. H. Darrah, town clerk, 
George A. Whittemore, treasurer, 
Wesley Wilson, first selectman, 
B. F. George, second selectman, 
M. M. Cheney, third selectman, 
Wesley ‘Wilson, overseer of poor, 
H. J. Burtt, supervisor, 


CR. 


$319 
275 
5 
1,200 
20 
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3,417 


$6,210 
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60 
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SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Support of town poor, 
S. B. Strickland, putting up tramps, 


WATERING TROUGHS. 


Weel. Taylor, 
Moses H. Newton, 


BREAKING ROADS. 
James Favor, 1885, 
Samuel H. Newton, 
K. A. Holt, 
A. W. Eaton, 
Levi Colby, 
J. C. Dodge, 
W.H. Darrah, 
B. D. Felch, 
F. L. Taylor, 
James Quimby, 
James J. Griswold, 
Hadley Truman, 
George Woodbridge, 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


S. W. Eaton, 1885, 

David Roach, ‘ 

C. D. Dodge, 

R. V. Knight, 

J. E. Spaulding, blacksmithing, 
Moses H. Newton, 

G. M. Brown, 

Levi Colby, 

W. T. Barker & Co., building bridge, 


$186 00 
6 00 


$192 00 


$3 00 
3 00 


$6 00 
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14 
W.H. Darrah, 
B. D. Felch, 
B. D. Felch, running machine, 
W. L. Taylor, snowing bridge, 
Moses H. Newton, 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 
I. G. Anthoine, returning births and deaths, 1885, 


6s 66 66 66 66 66 1886, 


Morris Christie, Te isicts 1 4: 
S. L. Felch, removing tree from road, 

C. E. Eaton, nails, 

E. C. Eastman, blanks, 

Forsaith & Hunt, stove for engine house, 
A. W. Gray, for town library, 

M. M. Cheney, use of horse, 

W. H. Darrah, recording three licenses, 

G. M. Brown, overcharge for license, 1885, 
EK. C. Eastman, blanks, 

C. H. Kimball, repairing fire extinguisher, 
J. W. Flagg, work in cemetery, 

Calvin S. Brown, horse hire, 

W.C. & F. C. Starrett, lumber, 

A. M. Dodge, cleaning library, 

S. D. Downes, sundries, 

J. G. Hudson, old bill for painting school-house, 
Krank Hall, janitor town hall, 

Wood and light for town hall, 

S. N. Ball, printing reports, 

F. G. Clarke, insurance, 

Wesley Wilson, labor and horse hire, 

W. D. Woods, stone posts for cemetery, 
Wesley Wilson, stationery, etc., 


$1 90 
3 00 
7 00 
3 50 
2 40 


$163 29 


$3 00 
1 25 
3 25 

7d 
1 09 
1 44 

10 40 
0 00 

2 00 

1 50 
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SCHOOL ORDERS. 
School board, for repairs, 
schooling, 


$150 00 
471 84 


$621 84 


BRIDGE ACCOUNT, INCLUDING FOOT BRIDGE. 


Berlin Iron Bridge Co., 
Hartwell Lakin, for stone, 
B. F. George, labor, 
C. E. Sawyer, ‘“ 
Dinsmore O. Dodge, labor, 
Levi Brooks, labor, 
William G. Roach, labor, 
H. A. Knight, lantern, 
J. E. Spaulding, labor, 
.C. & F. G. Starrett, labor and lumber, 
. M. Brown, lighting bridge, 
. L. King, labor and lumber, 
. A. Knight, drawing lumber, 
. H. Kimball, stone for bridge, 
B. Dutton, spruce trees, 
W. H. Darrah, labor, 
Charles Balch, ‘: 
B. D. Felch, ie 
Wesley Wilson, ‘ 
F. D. Lakin, spruce trees, 


M. M. Cheney, labor on foot bridge, 
M.M. Cheney, ‘‘ ‘ railing, 
R. V. Knight, ‘‘ ‘* foot bridge, 
W. D. Woods, stone, 

C. J. Kimball, iron, 


PUBLIC TAXES. 


County tax, 
State tax, 


$1,300 00 
4 50 
23 00 
18 38 
31 50 
40 00 


21 80 
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$1,559 31 


$349 00 
480 00 


$829 00 
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NOTES AND INTEREST PAID. 
Interest on town bonds, 
Clara R. Whittemore, interest, 
Wesley Wilson, on note, 
Alfred Rogers, interest, 


Congregational Society, interest on John Dodge’s note, 


John W. Flagg, interest, 
Dorcas P. Flagg, ‘ 
John D. Butler, note, 

66 ‘+ interest, 


EXPENSES OF SEWER, 


G. Perley Wilson, labor, 

M. M. Cheney, rh 

John Harmon, “ 

Frank Planke, ay 

H. W. Clapp, sewer caps, etc., 
Nathan Whitney, labor, 
William Wilson,  ‘* 

Nichols Bros., pipe, 

Samuel E. Staples, labor, 

G. H. Cleaves, brick, 

C. J. Kimball, sharpening drills and picks, 


EXPENSES FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


B. F. Gould, care of engine, 
as ‘¢ alcohol, etc., © 
Fk. M. Twitchell, pay roll, 
C. H. Kimball, repair of fire extinguisher, 
+. A. Whittemore, rent of engine house, 


$396 00 
53 69 
50 00 
18 40 

8 00 
43 76 
37 04 
900 00 
38 70 


$1,545 59 


$266 25 


$25 00 
3 24 
75 25 
1 00 
18 00 


$122 49 
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SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS. 
B. F. Martin, 
G. R. Dodge, 


¢ 


Non-resident receipts, 


RECAPITULATION. 


Money and receipts put into the hands of the Treas- 
urer, from March 3, 1886, to March 1, 1887, 


TREASURER, CR. 


$10 00 
4 00 


$14 00 
$82 68 


$6,210 60 


By paid town officers, $317 05 
support of poor, 192 00 
for watering troughs, 6 00 
for breaking roads, 3 62 45 
repairs on roads and bridges, 163 29 
miscellaneous expenses, 192 35. 
for schools and school-houses, 621 84 
for iron bridge, includ’g foot bridge,1,559 31 
for notes and interest, 1,545 59 
for sewer, - 266 25 
for public taxes, 829 00 
for expenses fire department, 122 49 
for sheep killed by dogs, 14 00 

‘ non-resident highway receipts, 82 68 


Balance in Treasurer’s hands. 


ABATEMENTS. 


On Griswold’s list of 1885. 
Armon C. Bullard, overtax, $ 
Charles Woodbridge. 
Mary L. Burtt, dog died, 


$5,974 30 


—_—_— 


$236 30 


135 
2 00 
1 00 
$4 35 
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On F. M. Twitchell’s list, 1886. 


J. D. Wilson, 

J. KE. Favor, 
William Chambers, 
Benj. Brooks, 
George A. Flemings, 
Hiram Hodgkins, 
Harry A. Knight, 
Charles Smith, 
George Shock, 

John Walch, 
Edward Silver, 

John E. Hudson, 
James Hudson, 
Amos Eaton, 

Milo A. Smith, 
William Eaton, 
William Logan, 
Charles Woodbridge, 
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TOWN LIABILITIES. 


Wesley Wilson’s note, | . $69 00 
Wesley Wilson’s note and interest, 312 60 
Congregat’al Society, note by John Dodge, 200 00 
Alfred Rogers, note, 460 00 
Dorcas P. Flagg, note, 926 00 
John W. Flage, note, 1,094 00 
C. S. A. Hodgkins, note and interest, 97 82 
Clara R. Whittemore, note and interest, 466 31 
Town bonds, 10,000 00 
Interest due on bond, 4 00 


$13,629 73 


Against the indebtedness we have the following assets : 


Uncollected on Burtt’s list, 1880, $20 77 

Dodge’s list, 1883, 189 69 

Griswold’s list, 1885, 20 OF 

Twitchell’s list, 1886, 892 99 

Cash balance in Treasurer’s hands, 236 30 

Due from county, 66 00 
= $926 32 
Net liabilities, $12,703 41 
“Net liabilities, 1886, 12,438 93 
Increase of debt during the year, $264 48 


B. F. GEORGE, of 


WESLEY WILSON, ) Selectmen 
M. M. CHENEY, Bennington. — 


, Bennington, N. H., Feb. 28, 1887. 
We, the undersigned, hereby certify that we have examined 
the above report of the Selectmen and Treasurer, and find them 
correctly cast and properly vouched. 


F. M. HILLS, 


H. J. BURTT, } Auditors. 
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REPORT OF FIREWARDS. 
In compliance with Section 11, Chapter 106, of the General 
Laws, the Board of Firewards submit the following report of 


the condition of the Fire Department of Bennington, for the 
year ending Feb. 25, 1887. 
The company as now organized, consists of thirty-five men, 
in the prime of life. 
APPARATUS. 
Merrimack Engine, No. 1, in good order and fully equipped. 
Hose. 


50 feet double linen, rubber hose, in good condition. 
250 feet linen rubber lined hose, in good condition. 

50 feet linen rubber lined hose, in fair condition. 

150 feet leather, double-riveted hose, in fair condition. 
50 feet leather, single-riveted hose, old. 


Also fire hook, 2 rubber coats, 4 lanterns, owned by the 
company. 

There has been no fires or alarms during the past year. 

The company practiced with the machine during the summer 
and found it in good: condition at each trial. 

FirE EXTINGUISHER. 
This is kept in the Town hall, and is in good order. 
Respectfully submitted, 


CHAS. H. KIMBALL, ) 
H. L. HIBBARD, Firewards. 
JOHN L. KING, \ 


‘ 
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LIBRARY REPORT. 
Your committee take pleasure in reporting the condition of 
the Library this year, for we found in our examination of it 


that there has been no backward movement. That the interest 
manifested in its welfare is growing as the years roll on. 


The number of books, 587 
Number of new books purchased, 45 
Gift, , 1 


Four of the new books were to replace old ones. 

Actual increase, 42 

In closing our report we would not forget to give credit 
where credit is due. Your librarian has faithfully performed 
her every duty, and we recommend that she be retained in her 
present position. She has paid out from money taken for fines 
and catalogues, for oil and paper, $1 03. Cash in her hands, 
61 cents. 

Many thanks are due the Rev. Mr. Heald, for his efforts in 
securing the lecture course, whereby ten dollars were added to 
the treasury. 

We return thanks to Mr. John Schmidt, for the gift of one 
book. 
C. H. KIMBALL, 


A. B. LAWRENCE, {tian Committee. 
A WeaG Ray: 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


DR. 
Received from former Treasurer, 
lecture course, 
town, 
librarian, for fines, etc., 


Total receipts, 
. : CR. 
By paying for new books, 
express on books, 
printing supplements to catalogues, 
total expenses, — 
cash on hand, 


47 79 
21 10 


$68 89 


A. W. GRAY, Treasurer. 
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REPORT OF THE SEXTON 
Of the town of Bennington, for the year ending Mar. 1, 1887. 


reed) aa Place of 

09 Died | Disease Tene 
George L. Wilson, 47-2\|Mar. 15 Convulsions, |Bennington. 
Robert R. Wilson, 74-9\Mar.27| Apoplexy, |Greenfield. 
Harry D. Whitney, 138 dApr. 1/Convulsions, |Bennington. 
Charles Burtt, 58 |Apr. 3:Cancer Face, |Bennington. 
Clara P. Roach, 76 \|Apr. 15'Heart disease|Litchfield. 
Benjamin Bullard, 68 (June 21'Heartdisease/Bennington. 
Jonathan Johnson, 71 |July 10) Paralysis, |Bennington. 
Child of W. E. White Aug. 1, Stillborn, Antrim. 
Eliza B. George, 74 |Aug.17\Liver disease} Nashua. 
Sarah West, 82 |Nov.21} Old Age. |Bennington. 
Amanda M. Holmes, 68-6 Dec. 4|Soft’ng Brain|Bennington. 

1887. 

Mary Johnson, 71 ‘Jan. 12' Cancer, - |Bennington. 


Brought to Bennington for Interment. 


Kliza Wilson, 74 June 4 | Consump. | Antrim. 
1887 
Ernestine M. Wood, | 1m. |Jan. 8] “oubt® | Hancock 


Respectfully submitted, 
F. A. TAYLOR, Sexton. 
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